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pressed for appointment by the President were 
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ey were unable to pass the 
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business were made by 

may be regarded as ah indicstibn that the work 
of the session Will be vigorousty ‘pushed for- 
ward, and-after next week it is probable night 
sessions will be held regularly. Friday and 
Saturday nights of next week have been assigned 
for. thie ytion of private bills. The bill 
for the érection of; @ Hullding fdr the scoommo- 
Aation of the Congressional Library is fixed as 
® special order for Saturday, Feb. 1. The 
Consus bill is made 9 special order for Tuesday, 











POSTAL LAW AMENDMENTS. 
PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS RAISED BY THE 
HOUSE ON THR POST ROUTE BILL—THE- 
SENATE APPOINTS 4 COMMITTEE TO ‘IN-* 
QUIRE ty ‘To TTS RIGHTS. 
Special Diapatch to thé Mew: York Ties. ' 


Wasurworow, Jan, 24.—The Post Roate | Sra 
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acid compared to a cart-load of dynamite. 
. Alarmed by .the. reports of..s.. prospective 
change’ among United States.officers.in the 
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complains of the delay in the signing of the 


definitive treaty between Russia and Torkey, 


advises thé Russian Government not to hurry 
about the evacustion, and says that Russia's 


wes 


until the departure of the Russian Army. “ It 
is therefore advisable,” says the Golos, “‘ that 
the troops should remain at Adrianople until 
April, so that the Porte may still feel the in- 
fluence of their presence when the result of 
the Gléction for a Prince of Bulgaria is de- 
clared.” “$ 

* "The Goles, in another article, says: “ England 
is de factd sovereign in Afghanistan, end has 
every chance for carrying through her plans in 
Asiatic Turkey.” ‘ ‘ 

_ The St. Petersburg Gasette says that Yakoob 





nkestindinig-to trastworthy information, ‘Shere | 


‘Trawova, Jan.’ 24.4-The “Coustitdcion for 





Militia in the Balkan have een re- 


armed. , 

gotiations ba been commenced between 
a F orte and _Avetria on the, question of the 
“The Prench ; 


‘Turkish rs 
the prospects for a pacific surrender 
yn Oy ye Montenegro have ma- 
sees 25.—The poe ry ne soggy 
it reported. that ustria = 
powers-that 
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; -24.—The Times, in its financial 


“will xiot forego the’ | Li 


f ; she 
AE aaiated teddy the Berlin Congrean | 


| 2B FRENGCR .BEPUBLIC. 


a DENiaL oF THE “REPORT THAT’. DT | 





“| PRY—MACMAHOW’S, .THREATEMED. RESIG- | 


"©" WaTION—THE AMNESTY TO 


and to/pay a fine of 2,000 france, for libeling 
Government officers. aoe i ‘ 
» It is spid that President MacMahon told M. 
Grévy, Président of the Chamber of Deputies. 
that he would resign fegeorg the Chamber of 
the De B: 
Perera Bratt in 
pointed Chief.of the General Staff.of the 


—s War. 
Three transports will be sent. next month to 
bring the pardoned Communist convicts. from 
New-Caledonia. 

winch the Chana 24.—Before the adjouri- 
the Chamber of. Deputies. to-day, the 
Minister of Ldhaaayp yng egge! omer a bill 
Jan. 1; (EET dnc duane oddenat oon se 
Tuesday next. The motion in fayor of amnesty 
will be presented next week. 

Lowpor, Jan. 25.—A. Paris dispatch to the 
Standard says a youth has been arrested at Lille 
for threatening to 


closing steady at last 





EO 
TRENOR W. PARE'’S TOWN BONDS. 
Toy, N. Y., Jan."24:—The towiis of Berlin, 
_ Petersburg, and Stephentown, in Rensselaer County, 


Gambetta. The }. 


fe attempt to extort 


1880 was presented 'to the | 
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' t of the Times 
M and Victor c are mentioned as 
tos for. the Senatorship, and 

best chance. 


that the latter has 
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THE PLAGUE IN ASTRACHAN. 
MEASURES TO .PREVENT ITS SPREAD BEING 
DEVIGED. 

Vrewna, Jan, 24.—The New Freie. Presse 
states that the German and Austrian delegates 
have agreed to propose to the International 
Saniwiry Commission, which met to-day, the 
immediate adoption of the following measures: 
The dispatch of doctors to the infested districts 
in-Bussia to study.the character, progress, and 
loeal extension of the plague;’ the complete 
prohibition of importation of all merchandise 
fromthe infected region, and certain articles 
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‘y goarant 20 vat 
le tine j ays 
The Austrian 
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_ CURRENT FOREIGN TOPIC8. 

THE SUPPOSED PIRATICAL 8STEAMER—ICE- 
BLOCKED  RIVERS—aFFAIRG AT THE 
VATICAN—A ROYAL RUSSIAN WEDDING. 

Loxvow, ‘Jan. '24:—The owners “of the 
ship Ralston, whose Captain is credited with 
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RESTORED TO THB MINISTRY. 
‘Ricamonp, Va., Jan. 24.—-The East Hanover 


CANADIAN BANK 8TOOK8" RECOVERING, 


‘Mowrrea,, Jan. 24.—The reaction in bank | 


stocks to-day is moss noticeable in the Consolidated 
me ay HN pe peste y dy: wn fp hom 
of lLpereent., 
hats ene ni taney 2) ty Ayn ye ort 
Or 
‘AN EXAMPLE FOR PUBLIO OFFICERS. 
Prexxowp, N. J., Jan. 24.—The Grand Jury, 
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DISASTERS TO VESSELS. 
Haurrax, Nova Scotia, Jan. 24.—A dispatch 
received at Picton last night from St. Thomas gives 
intellizence that the bark Anna A. Rich, of Pictou, 
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H., Jan. 24.—The President 
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A TOLEDO ELEVATOR BURNED. 


so 
-Totupo, Ohio, Jan. 24.—The Dayton: and 
Michigan Railroad Oompany's Elevator B, with its 
contents, consisting of 143,000 bushels of grain, 
mostly corn, was entirely destroyed by fire at noon 
. The loss: is estimated at $85,000. . The 
building was insured in Cincinnati for $25,000, and 
the insurance on the grain amounts to $44,900. 
The fire, whieh started in the cupola, is.supposed to 
have been caused by friction in the machinery. The 
building was erected in 1859,. cost. $30,000, and 
was the smallest of the company’s elevators at this 
point, having only 150,000 bushels grain capacity. 
The grain in . store at. the, time..of the. fire 
was, owned by. various commission .firms. in 
this . city. There were 120,000 | 
10,000 bushels of wheat, and 13,000, 


flax-seed. The is a et of ip 
Bearer ads es, Seay 
000. Sedttish: Oc : ; Impe 


of corn, 
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Muster 91,000" toca, 
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pete Ie snp od beyond’ his expectation ‘ie 
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SHOOTING A THIEF. 

Sr, Lovuts, Mo:, Jan. 24/-JSotin F. Hickey, a 
waiter in a restaurant, about 19 years old,stole a 
coat from the Public School" Library to-bight and at- 
tempted to escape throtigh an alley near by. He 

Officer Hamilton ordered him 
To bale and upon hi rasa to 
at him, the taking effect. in "s back, in- 
flieting a mortal 
hospital. 
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THE CONVICTED RUTLAND MURDERER. 





Deapwoop, Dakota Territory, Jan. 24.—Al- 
exander Frankingburgb, who was shot at Lead City 
a few days ago, in a difflculty between the Catifornia 

and the Pride of the 
Three men are in 
ent is running 
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—TIME, THE NEW MAGAZINE, TO BH 


The domains of history, topography, googra- 
paigns and naval operations. The Russo-Taurk- 
ish: war was prolific in the creation of new 
books, and the troubles on the Indian frontier, 
with their prospective extension in the Spring, 
have already broadened our knowledge of Af- 
ghanistan and the adjacent regions. The new- 


} est volume in this department of literature is 


again from the Anglo-Indian publishing-house 
of Allen & Co. It has been written and printed 
fm an incredibly short space of time, when we 
look at ite subject, .The- History of A ighanis- 
of the War of 1878,” snd tts bulk, 450 pages 
The author is Col. G. B. Malleson, whose works 


‘on India are already well known to political 


students who don’t regard the British: 

av finishing ot the Lend’s End in Carmvall, or 
who, apart from politics, find a stere/of cu- 
Hous’ instruction in’ the history of India’ Is 
was only fast September ‘that public in-' 


diér was about to proceed with an ‘eséorton a 
mission to Kabul. It needed no great foresight, 
with the Russians at the Ameer’s capital, to pre- 
dic thiat this would lead to war. Col. Malleson 
evidently scented this trouble ahead, for in the 
Autumn of last year he set abont compiling and 
writing “‘ The History of Afghanigtan,” a’ pro- 
ject of some difficulty, seeing that’ tne Afghan 
chronicles had Been so interlaced with those of 


Hindustan that he bad no in fecord 
othe ans ote ear sa A pe 
which to found his modern history. Th re, 


the author may fairly be. congratulated upon 
g schieved his object so quicklyand so 
well. “He has conquered his materials not less 
Afghans, and the result is an eminently 

book. oct ails shea 
_ Jus (preface, which. deals briefly with the 
present situation, and touches the policy witch 
has been pursued toward Afghanistan subse- 
quently to the annexation of the Punjanb, Col. 
Malleson considers that there isan impassable 


to the circumstances of an Afghanistan stand- 
ing alone, remote from Russia,'and far. appa- 
feiitly, beyond ‘the sone of Russian ambition, 
becomes inarticulate folly when applied to an 


before us'with facts and arguments to show 
that the India ofthe past was really safe, 
really powerful, anly when she had her troops 
cantoned beyond the power of Afghanistan. 
‘Phey were so cantoned in the time of Akbar 
and of his earlier successors. It was when the 
later mogul sovereigns had lost Kandahar that 
the: invasion: of Hindustan became possible. 
Not even Nadir Shah, powerful "as he was, 
dreamed of invading India until he had se- 
cured that important town. The fact that Kan- 
Gahar, garrisoned by Afghans, delayed him for 
more than. 12 months, proves the importance 
of... position, and gives some’ idea 
of the prominent. part it may yet 
play as an  outtwork of _ the ~ British 
Empire.” All. this. is peculiarty. inter- 
esting at the present moment, when every day 
England is expecting news of the British occu- 
pation of Kandahar. Col. Malleson shows that 
the. real contest for India has always .taken 
place on the Helmand, which once passed, and 
Kandahar once occupied, the Indus’ las never 
stopped an invader. ‘‘The quiescent. attitude 
of Hindustan has ever proved an irresistitle 
temptation to anambitious and powerful people 
beyond Afghanistan, but no invasion was ever 
possible so long as Hindustan kept im her own 
hands the keys of her fortress—the valleys be- 
yond the passes leading to her: fertile plains.” 
It is possible that this view of the military situ- 
ation may be influencing the . operations of the 
invading armies, the object:of whose advance 
is notonly to avenge an insult, but toseenre 
the Indian Empire againstan attack by Russis, 
an attack which some day or other is certain te 
be delivered. 
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for to-day in this region, warmer southerly 


Whatever may be the duty which Senators 
owe to the “ dignity” of their sugust body, 
it is a great pity that it should ‘have to be 
asserted in defense of a Brazilian subsidy 
and the franking privilege. Yesterday the 
Post-route bill of last session camé up on a 
motion to appoint a new Conference Com- | 
mittee, the House having rejected amend- 
-mietits from thé Senate, including the 

two above mentioned. The motion ‘was 
cht to” "BY 30 to 22, ‘seven Demo- 
crats voting in favor of, and two Republicans 
against it." Subsequently's debate ensued 
on the action of the House as a denial of the 
rights of the Senate, and a number of Sena- 
tors warmly condemned the course of the 
other body. We are strongly inclined to 
believe that the House was justified both by 
law and custom and by sound policy, in're- 
jecting the amendments referred to. They 
were in the nature of mew legislation, 
and the rules of the Senate forbid 
them as suéh. They ‘werd precisely such 
propositions as the Senate has many times 
_ refused to receive in an appropriation bill 
from the House ; and they were certainly 
mischievous, . an teal ne impertinent. The 
Senate injures its *influence ‘as a conserva- 
tive body by such propositions, which may 
-fairly be called tricks, and if its rights have 
really been encroached upon, it would do 
Win ebaapnet pa ea vik, “ot garment 
tion with-which to ¥ them. 
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per cent.. In the West, it obtains expres- 


sion in the Méssages of Governors, Repub- 
lican. and Democratic. .Goy. Croswett, of 


andthe substitution of s uniform rate of 
seven percent. Gov. CuLuom, ‘of Miinois, 
the reduction of the maximum rate 
to eight per cént. Gov. Purtps, of Missou- 
ri, feeommends a redaction to six or seven 
per’ cent, “ahd thie enactment of a more 
striigent Usury law.’ Gov. Priester, of 
‘Minnesota, does not commit himself to any 
specific change: he holds that the price of 
money is too high; and that legislation 
should make it cheaper. 

An examination of the reasons assigned 
in support of these propositions does not in- 
spire confidencé in the financial sagacity of 
their authors: The Michigan Governor only 
knows that “an abundance of money can 
now be obtained on good security at seven 
and eight per cent.” ; and-he jumps to the 
conelusion that these conditions are perma- 
nent. The Governor Of Illinois conaédes 
that “‘in G¢ommercial centres and in older 
communities” free trade in money may be 
expedient ; for newer communities he would 
have ‘stringent measures to prevent the ex- 
action of heevier rates than those which the 
Legislatures deem _ desirable. Because 
money can be had in Chigago and St. Louis 
at ‘eight per cent. while the farmers pay 
ten, he appears to think that the latter are 
an aggrieved class, for whose benefit the law 
should make an eight percent. role. He is 
confirmed in this opinion by the alleged 
cheapness of money in New-York and other 
Eastern cities, and the ability of the Federal 
Governmetit to “float a four per cent: bond. 
The Governor of Missouri dwells upon the 
same facts, and uses au argument still more 
muddled. Thus, admitting ‘that. in these 
times distrust is wide-spread, and that, for 
‘that reason, money is not easily obtained, 
he proceeds to make of the lenders’ caution 
a grievance-for which the debtor is en- 
titled. to ‘redress. A rigid . Usury 
law .seems to his imagination just the 
thing required. The borrowing class~ac- 
cording to this Solon—will then have the 
advantage and money will be cheap! The 


| Governor of Minnesota belongs to the same 


orderof wise men.. He has a vague notion 
that the “* natural law .of supply and de- 
mands as applicable to the price of 

money as to the price of wheat, but some- 
how, he: believes, the law of the State, by 
reliaslieg the ‘sskiiinta iuterest, may pro- 
dunes low rates of interest and thereby “‘ in- 


|] crease the wealth of the State.” He knows 


that cireumstances compel business people 


be to be satisfied with a small margin of profit, 
} and he cannot. discover. why. the man who 


habthouey to lend should not. be equally 


{oe ipl 
‘It Gov. Puspury, obeying the dictates of 
the enactment of a | b 


law fixing the maximum and minimum pricg 
of a bushel of wheat, or of s barrel of four, 
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Naw. Toth, of Rested; bie’ peivatwstnabiey, 
as 8 borrower, and he will quickly discover 
his mistake. sepia denser wdinrdore 
lation of idle capital 


Offer | ross has not regained activity ; and when 


borrowers do appear ordinary evidences 
of credit areanavailable. The banks, being 
| choked with money, lend it at call, on seen- 
rities that are immediately convertible. 
The proceeds of bonds ealled in for redemp- 


would have « hard time if they tried to ob- 
tain money, with no other evidence of fitness 

as borrowers than the ownership of Western 
farms. The fact would then dawn upon 
them that all the signs of cheap, money 
which excite the envy of the West are re- 
sults of an sbuormal state of things; 
and will disappear whenever  confi- 
dence shall be re-established and .busi- 
ness activity restored... Moneyed men 
will not then be satisfied with:four or six per 
cent. interest ; and those of them who are 
inelined‘to laiviea’ in the: West. will either 
choose States that recognize a resonable de- 
gree of freedom or will. exact.conditians 
‘stringent in proportion to the risk incurred. 
The true method of lowering Western rates 
of interest..is to inspire confidence inthe 
integrity of borrowers and in the admin is- 
tration of the law when contracts are in- 
volved. Of all the Governors who ery aloud 
for Usury laws and an enforced reduction 
of interest, not-one:has touched this method 
of obtaining the benefits desired. 


4 TIMES LIBEL SUIT. 


Tue Truzs ‘has had its fair share of libel 
suits, It may be doubted whether a news- 
paper can be at once aggressive, fearless, 
and independent, without being, with more 
or less frequency, sued for libel. In these 
days of an overcrowded legal profession, 
with its natural outgrowth of speéulative” 
lawyers, a libel suit against a newspaper 
is not, necessarily, a very expensive laxury 
for the. plaintiff. In nine cases Gut’ of ten 
such suits are instituted merely for the pur- 
pose of silencing unpleasant criticism, ‘or-of 
inducing the public to believe that the per- 
son who has been assailed is eager. and 
ready for the opportunity to “vindicate” 
himself. It will be readily inferred that the 
great’ majority’ of newspaper libel suits 
never come to trial. That, at least, has 
been the experience of Tar Ties. 

These remarks ‘are not intended to apply 
to the libel suit which was yesterday closed 
by a verdict Tu -Truzs for six cents 
damages. The suit in question belonged to 
quite a different category from.that with 
which we have-been most familiar. The 
plaintiff had a grievance for which he 
mistook his remedy; the defendant 
caused pain and 
mortification to. a. most estimable 
and reputable gentlemen, for which ample 
satisfaction was not accorded him. No in- 
jury was inflicted which could be appraised 
in a court of justice ; no misunderstanding 
existed which a frank interghange of views 
could mot have removed. . Mr. EtLison 8. 
Ketrt, of Newberry, 8. C., commonly known 
as “Col.” Kxrrr, sued Tae Times for 


to his reputation . by..the. publication of 
calaciit oie anti: Kurt, of New- 
berry, 8. C., had been arrested on s charge 
of bigamy. The person who had been 
one THomas Kerrt,of New- 

berry, a mulatto member .of the South 
Carolina Législature,a former slave, born 
ited as & 
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not tend to give us any tenderness 
for the feelings of Mr. Exiisox S. Karr. 
Better asquaintance with that. gentleman 
has impressed us with the conviction that 
he is totally incapable of pursuing any ob- 
ject by mean or underhand methods. His 
demeanor on the witness-stand was that of 
an honorable and upright. gentleman, who 
was perfectly careless what effect his testi- 
mony might have on his own case, but was 
scrupulously « careful to avoid any con- 
éealment of” the truth,  Hé... frankly 
admitted that his: ‘reputation had 
not. suffered».from «the. publication 
of the alleged libel, and he testified without 
any hesitation to the faithful manner in 
which the seule Setoed had discharged 
the functions of County Commissioner, 
‘Keeper of the Poor-honse, and legislator. 
He had assisted in the defense of his former 
slave on the trial for b y, and" THomas 
Kuirt, on his recent from the 
Penitentiary, got a fresh start in life 
from Mr. E. 8S Kuirr. ‘That... the 
latter gentleman is not free from the 
characteristic weaknesses of the Southern 
planter, may be inferred from his persist- 
ent prosecution of the suit which was de- 
cided yesterday. For him, as for his dis- 
tinguished friends who testified to his: ehar- 
acter and his exclusive claim to the designa- 
tion of ‘‘Col.” Kerrt, there is but one 
society in South Carolina. where “ distinc- 
tion” can originate, or whose recognition 
‘can raise a man_‘above unnoticed ob- 
scurity. “That society” is, of course, 
all on one, side of the color line, A 
kind master Mr. Exvtison 8. Kzrrr: obvi- 
ously was; a just employer, a public-spirit- 
ed citizen,and a cultured gentleman he wu- 
doubtedly is. But we should suppose him 
to be incapable of regarding the,negro in 
public life as anything but an anomaly, 
tobe got rid..of as quickly, as. possible, 
atid we ‘have’ had proof’ how keenly he re- 
sented the pretension that his former slave 
could possibly be spoken of in terms which 
werealso applicable to himself. The mod- 
eration with which a Northern jury has ap- 
praised the damage which he has sustained 
may contribute to the educational process of 
which he and men like him stand so much 
in need. Could that process be accelerated, | 
we should regard as one of the most hopefa! 
instrumentalities: for the regeneration of 
the South the influence on public affairs of 
men like Col, Kerrt of Newberry. 
—_—_—_—_—K_—_—_ 


‘FIRE INSURANCE RATES. | 

The fire underwriters of this. City have 
decided for the present to go back to the 
system of schedule rating which was in 
force here five years since; and on this 
account those who have within the past few 
days. been compelled. to take out new 
policies of insurance or renew old ones 
have found that the premium asked was 
considerably larger than was demanded 
only a fortnight ago for.insuring similar 
tisks.. Although this has been’ a sudden 
move, the action has not -been unforeseen. 
For some months past our fire underwriters 
have been thinking of torming an associa- 
tion for the purpose of inereasing the rates 
received for insuring property within our 
Municipal limits, and prior to the first of 
the two great fires we have recently had, o 
large number,of them voted to organize a 
tariff association, and appdinted a committee 
to prepare rules and regulations for the gov- 
ernment of itsfuturemembers. It cannot be 


$50,000 as a solatium for the injury done | doubted that the large losses whith most 


of our companies have lately met with have 
made it far easier than it otherwise would 
have been to put this plan into execution, 
for, in order that it may succeed it is neces- 


which has gone on with inereasing severity 
since 1876. ‘This they ‘might have’ done 
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But at last a point has been reached which 
would seem to justify a change of practice, 


time to earn something for those who hold 
insurance stock? 
No property-owner can rightly object to 
the insurance companies reseiving a fair re- 
turn ‘tor the risks they assume, for their 
ability to pay a loss may at any time be to 
him s question of the highest importance, 
and to‘cramp their resources is to lessen the 
security they ean offer to their policy-hold- 
ers. But it is one thing to be well’paid and 
Lasts thing ts be dver-paid, and the rock 
upon which the tariff organization is likely 
to.split will be.in mistaking the latter for 
the former. The. volume of premiums re- 
ceived for insuring property in this City 
duritig the Year 1878 will soon be definite- 
ly known, and this might be used as a 
basis. for eommon action. - The . rates 
ought to be so adjusted that the 
eompanies shall receive. in “premiums 
| from $1,200,000 to $1,500,000 more this 
year than they did. last year. This might 
be done without raising the hostility of 
business’ men, on whom the extra load 
would principally fall, or without encour- 
aging companies from other States that do 
nét now do business in thig City to come 
here. If more than this is attempted, 
though the profit for the time being may be 
large, the usefulness of the association will 
come.to a speedy end, and its members will 
sink into # condition in which they will ‘be 
no better off than they now sare. All that 
the underwriters need to make them con- 
tinuously fortanate ts common prudence, 4 
virtue which hitherto they have never 


seemed to possess. 
V—_—___—ee- 
CIVILIZED DOGS. — 

‘An eminent French veterinary surgeon 
has recently expressed the opinion that 
dogs are peculiarly susceptible to the infiu- 
enees of civilization. He finds that those 
animals’which are brought up‘in the’ salons 
of Paris display a dignity and decorum in 
their behavior and show an intelligence 
altogether unknown to the boorish brutes 
that pads their days among the uncouth peab- 
ants of the rural districts. Well-educated 
dogs that move in the refined circles of the 
métropolis ‘havé ‘a fine sense Of propriaty, 
not to say delicacy, and that calm self-pos- 
session that comes of good breeding, and 
often exhibit a keen sense of humior and even 
an appreciation of the higher forms of wit. 
On the other hand, those that associate 
with eoarse” characters about farm- yards 
and stables are usually awkward and stupid 
creatures or are given to rowdyish andjunruly 
ways, ‘such as their plebeian surroundings . 
are caleulated to: beget. Any. one who has 
associated on terms of intimacy with dogs, 
or has been. a carefal observer of theif 
habits and. manners, will find no diffieulty in 
confirming the opinions of this French au- 
thority. He must have noticed that.there 
re” most emphatically dogs and dogs, and 
that their differences correspond in no small 
degree to.the social and educational ad- 
vantages which they have ‘enjoyed: “Dogs 
ina wild and unregenerate condition are 
little, if any, better than the Buslimen and 
Hottentots of South Africa or the. savages 
of Patagonia and the Pacific Islands, In 
communities which we are wont to call civ- 
ilized, but which in. reality .present a de- 
plorable mixture of civilization .and bar- 
barism, where brutishness is carried to a 
degree of which thé untutored savage is 
wholly incapable, dogs vary almost.as much 
as men in their character. They may not | 
rise to,,the. same. heights, but. neither “ 
they sink'to equal depths,’ Everbody m 
have encountered dogs whose , dignity vy 
mannets and ready perception of the fit- 
ness of things have put to shame the clumsy 
disregard. of. the proprieties. which is so 
often found even in respectable human 
socisty. . Certain it is that. when. not de- 
based by evil associations, which even-dogs 
cannot wholly resist, they are capable of 
an honesty and a fidelity to importaiit 
trenta whish ane chien openers aay 
men placed in similar circumstances, — 

Pechaps the noblest’ specimens of canine 
character are to be found in the middle 
ranks of life, where they associate chiefly 
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of good qualities is a question not to be de- 
eided off-hand, though it may be admitted 
that men reach far wider extremes, These 
considerations raise a frequent question of 
the proper treatment of canine members of 
society ; for why should they not be admit- 
ted to belong to society? --Man is not the 
only living thing necessary to the strength 
and progress of civilization. The humbler 
portions of the community perform a useful 
part; and-have a right: to’ be considered 
members. May we not, then, g0 cultivate 
and educate dogs as to make them at once 
more usefaland more edifying f ‘This would 
be ‘better than the policy of repression, of 
muzzling and tying up or killing off, which 
should only be applied to the rank and un- 
fegénérate socialists among them. The 
policy which our friend Prof. MoSmanz 
O'DowNELL would have society carry out in 
respect.to human beings might be applied 
to dogs without exciting the repugnance 
which its more general application would 
certainly arouse. That is, the vicious and 
worthless might be weeded ont and doomed 
to. a merciful destruction, and the rest ‘im- 
proved ‘and elevated with the greater care. 
Perhaps the success of this policy would 
give us @ canine population of such excel- 
lence that it would exert a very beneficial 
influence by its character and example upon 
the human part of society, and greatly pro- 
‘mote the progress of the world toward « 
purer and sounder civilization. . 


———_— 

A short time ago a paragraph appeared in a 
London newspaper, presumably one of those ‘*todl- 
ety” journals which 20 successfully make mischief, 
to the effect that. “a very disagreeable story is 
told about a neighbor of Mr.. Wurernzr, whose 
works are not exhibited to the vulgar herd.. The 
Princess Locism, in her zeal, therefore, graciously 
sought those at the artist's studio, but was rebuffed 
by.a ‘not at home,’ and an intimation .that he. was 
not at the beck and call of Prisices.” Mr. RoseTri 
‘writes that the story “is certainly disagresable 
enough, but is devoid of. the- smallest-auclous of 
truth 7” that he does not run after aréat pedple, but 
that the man who could rebyff the Pringess Louise, 
to whom loyalty is due not more to her exalted po- 
sition than to her well-known charm of character and 
artistic gifts, must be a curmudgeon, indeed, and he 
should have felt highly honored by her Royal High- 
ness’ visit, Society papers are furiously denounced in 
London now, but they survive because -they main- 
tain prurient the taste they helped to stimulate, and, 
moreover, the majority of those they attack have 
such weak points in their’ harness that even if inno- 
cent in the special spot assailed, they would submit 
to almost anything rather than appearfin the witness- 
box. F 


- Lvonwtta Morr, who lately delivered an ad- 
dress before the Pennsylvania Peace Society, and 
was unanimously elected President for the ensuing 
year, is, in many ways, one of the most remarkable 
women of the time. Although vigorods in mind as 
ever, and taking part in public affairs, shé has just 
passed her eighty-sixth year, having been born Jan. 
3, 1793. Wecan hardiy think of a single man or 
woman still.in active life, unless we except PsTzr 
Ooorzr and Sosournxer TevuTe, who has reached 
such an age as Mrs. Mort. She was one of the very 
first Abolitionists. in the, Repnbdlic, having deter- 
mined in her fourteenth year, while at a Quaker 
boarding-school in this State, to abstain from the 
use of anything produced by slave labor. This was 
when WinataM Liorp Garrison, usually called the 
Father of American Abolitionism, was only 3 years 
old... She was.alsc conspicuous in the first. Woman's 
Rights Convention, heldat Seneca Falla, more than 30 
years ago, and she has been devoted to the causes of 
woman and anti-slavery, and helped them ever since, 
by all the means in her power. In her twenty-sixth 
year she became a preacher—sbe has always been 
a zealous member of the Society of Friends—and 
traveled afterward in different States, ineluding 
Maryland and Virginia, advocating the interests and 
of the negro and the most liberal views 
Tales She ascribes her longevity, with 
excellent bodily and mental health, to her simple 
mode of living. her continual self-restraint, and her 
constant intellectual activity. 


Wells CRidhiid Witkin oc pte Nie Rie atitiy 
been a terror to British agricultarisis, who have 
deen apprehensive that it might be imported from 
América and do the mischief it has done here, Eng- 
lish entomologists have, therefore, been examining 
the subject, and have come to the conelusion that it 
is very doubtful if the beetle can be seclimated on 
British soil; They say thet the insect dogs not 
thrive weet of the Rocky Mountains, where the ell- 
mate ia more like that of Euglaud shan it is in the 

Eastern States, and that while the American flora 








that there is a much larger number of insectivorous 
birds in Britain than here. The beetles would cer- 
tainly play sad havoc in the tight little island shoald 





here, and the cost of materials is not mueh less than 
It would thus seom that in spite of 
all the reductions that have been made we have not 
yet got our rents down to a gold basis, for there is na 


‘ A, Sei Ee See owen bury pacned, 


cammplly to noche of out exstuses; Bat thees increases 


| are set off by the lower prise at whch we eat buy 
tood. 


PT RRS Hk 8 
Joux Noums, who died. at Petersburg, Va.» 
fow days ago, is said to have heen 


was a volunteer in the cavalry 
RrcHagp M. Jonnson—the man who did zot kil 


other last survivor of that engagement, and in due 
time of another and still another. No man ever 


} sedius to be the last of anything. The mere fact 


that anybody has taken, or is presumed to have 


smaller craft, for experience had not then taught 
ship-owners how to rig:and man large vetsels in an 
eéonomileal manner. The sime may be sald of the 
Great Bastern, which was constructed out of time, 
aud which, ff it had not been for the unforeseen 
work of laying submarine cables, would long ere 
this have been broken up and sold for old iron. Bub 
in all probability sailing vessels and steamers will, 
within a few years, be built which will outrank in 
size both of those aliove mentioned, and their 
dimensiéad: will. tbe in them « - profitable 
featate ; only the growth will be regular and in ac 
cordance with the laws of supply snd demand. This 
adaptation of means to ends is seen in the increased 
capacity of the transatlantic freizht steamers, which 
now often carry 5,000 and 6,000 tons of freight 
with but little more outlay than was formerly re 
quited to transport one-third of the amount. . A 
steamer that can carry 5,000 tons of wheat can be 
sailed, in consequence of recent improvements, al. 
most as cheaply as one tliat eam earrg but 2,500 
tons. There will be a smal! addition to the coal bill, 
and two or three more coal-heavers and stokers will 
be needed ; but after paying theys, tt anflicient-carzo 
ean be had, the former can be run ata profit, where 
the latter would not. obtain a high enough rate of 
freight to pay experses. it has been suggested that 
in establishing a new tine of freight steamiers be- 
tween this port and Europe the New-York: Central 
Rafiroad Company’s managers have not ‘borne this 
eireumstance sufficiently in mind. The steamer: 
that have been named for this route are relatively 
small boats, and if the competition in ocean rates 
became excessive, they would soon be driven frow 
the trade by such vessels as the Hooper, which eame 
to this port not long ago, or by such large freighting 
boats as those which Messrs. LzyviLaxp & Co.. of 
England, are ranning between Liverpool and Boston. 


AMUSEMENTS. 


a ; 

. “MIGNON” AT BOOTH’S THEATRE. 
A full audience, ready to appland, and only 
too anxious to: be pleased, assembled at Booth's 
Theatre last night, attracted by the names of Mme. 
Di Murska, Miss Kellogg ana Miss Cary. The opera 
was Thomas’ “ Mignon,” with MissKelloggin the 
part of the heroine, and Mme. Di Murska as Filina. 
Tt 'i6 an unugracious task to have to record the 





made in advance for Mme. Di Murska, who was. am 
nounced to be suffering from a cold, ana criticism is, 


Kellogg's reputation should give it. Miss Cary made 
an impression in the slight part of Federico, and wat 
warmly welcomed by the audience, with whom sh¢ 
is always a favorite. The male parts were unmistab 


though he phrases well and knows how te 
sing. The chorus and: orchestra were ss bad a: 
usual, The season will be concinded with s matinés 
this afternoon, when ' * Aida” will be performed. 


_— Ss 
GENERAL MENTION. ~— 
The new management of the Fifth-Avenna - 
Theatre will begin to-night, and “ Dr, Clyde,” whieh 
is said to be a very amusing play, will be seen for 
the first time in ite English dress. A new local 
adver’ pecael 
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A few daysago Judge Gilbert, of the Supreme 
Court, rendered a decision granting ah ‘injunction 
against Joho F. Smyth, Superintendent of the Insa- 
rance Department, and others. This order enjoined 
Mr. Smyth and his successors or assistants from pro- 
ceeding under an order of Judge Westbrook, grant- 

in Ulster County on Dee. 14, 1978, author- 

Smyth to. pay. out 
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SENTENOED FOR MANSLAUGHTOR. 
Frank McKenna, one of the proprietors of the 
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